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Ever since Palo Alto banned the use of plastic bags in all grocery ¢ =
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follow suit.

Plastic—it surrounds us. It’s in the water bottles we sip, the containers
pacifiers our babies suck.

But for Palo Altans, plastic is not found in our grocery bags.

In 2009, the city banned the use of plastic bags in all local grocery sto
are inspiring other local towns to do the same.

If the organization Green Mountain View has its way, Mountain View may soon join the ranks of cities like
Palo Alto that are moving toward a future with no plastic bags.

Palo Alto’s Ban on Plastic Bags in Grocery Stores

Phil Bobel with the city of Palo Alto’s public works department said there were many reasons for Palo Alto
to rid its grocery stores of plastic bags.

“We had been, for many years, trying to encourage people to use reusable bags, to cut down on waste in
general, whether it be plastic bags or paper, to reduce that waste, and reduce that energy,” Bobel explained.
“Then, a slightly different angle started to emerge as we found plastic bags in our creeks, in our bay, and a
buildup of plastic particles in our ocean. That led us to take a slightly more dramatic action.”

Those discoveries led to the city-wide ban, Bobel said. Share Print
Tweet Start Following
Email Submit a tip

ountain View grocery stores to follow Palo
ed that those little pieces eventually end

e | started down this road, I've learned a
nications officer for the city of Sunnyvale,

g teams at the local SMaRT Station.

s, constantly clogging them up. Pilger sent

o of what the machine should look like

re recycled.

http://paloalto.patch.com/articles/a-future-with-no-plastic-bags Page 1 of 3


http://paloalto.patch.com/articles/a-future-with-no-plastic-bags
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://paloalto.patch.com/articles/a-future-with-no-plastic-bags&t=Local%20Cities%20Work%20To%20Eliminate%20Plastic%20Bags%20For%20Good
http://twitter.com/?status=Local%20Cities%20Work%20To%20Eliminate%20Plastic%20Bags%20For%20Good%20-%20Palo%20Alto,%20http://patch.com/A-glCC
http://paloalto.patch.com/articles/a-future-with-no-plastic-bags#
http://paloalto.patch.com/articles/a-future-with-no-plastic-bags#
http://paloalto.patch.com/login?return_to=%2Farticles%2Fa-future-with-no-plastic-bags
http://paloalto.patch.com/articles/a-future-with-no-plastic-bags#
http://paloalto.patch.com/search/articles?cat=1998198829
http://paloalto.patch.com/users/jennifer-van-der-kleut
http://paloalto.patch.com/articles/a-future-with-no-plastic-bags#
http://www.greenmountainview.org/
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/depts/pwd/default.asp
http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Departments/PublicWorks/GarbageRecyclingandWasteReduction/SMaRTStation.aspx
http://o3.aolcdn.com/dims-shared/dims3/PATCH/resize/600x450/http://hss-prod.hss.aol.com/hss/storage/patch/517d66dfb3d7130721433f55f5cd400a
http://o2.aolcdn.com/dims-shared/dims3/PATCH/resize/600x450/http://hss-prod.hss.aol.com/hss/storage/patch/4bec57a884cca5461b84e4783df46362
http://o4.aolcdn.com/dims-shared/dims3/PATCH/resize/600x450/http://hss-prod.hss.aol.com/hss/storage/patch/2ef0742c0dbdbe8a72fc04dc65d02e46
http://o1.aolcdn.com/dims-shared/dims3/PATCH/resize/600x450/http://hss-prod.hss.aol.com/hss/storage/patch/d0767223c230bcfe330da4fa8e88c1f5
http://o1.aolcdn.com/dims-shared/dims3/PATCH/resize/600x450/http://hss-prod.hss.aol.com/hss/storage/patch/54174bd70040d52d7800e05b094ebd39
http://www.mapquest.com/
http://openstreetmap.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
http://paloalto.patch.com/users/aaron-selverston
http://paloalto.patch.com/
http://paloalto.patch.com/users/aaron-selverston
mailto:aarons@patch.com

Local Cities Work To Eliminate Plastic Bags For Good - Palo Alto, CA Patch

http://paloalto.patch.com/articles/a-future-with-no-plastic-bags

3/30/11 8:56 AM

Is and harmful elements in it, as you keep
if you smell a piece of plastic and it smells

the plastic in a food container to leak into

e, as a society, can start, such as by
ith us that are made from a material other

quite an interesting journey, personally.”

o remember to take them to the store.

art to disappear from cities across the

d remembering to bring them wherever

unched to help customers transition to
arking lot, to remind customers to bring

agon.”

time a customer uses reusable bags, or
dack in cash or, if the customer chooses,

to all customers who make a purchase,

ornia, including in both Mountain View and

5 customers reusable bags instead—at no

ly make a complete transition to reusable

upport this effort.] So, just with public

pasible to offer reusable bags exclusively to

ore and more businesses move to them,”

hbit of remembering to carry reusable bags

efully, a dialogue such as this one will make

Page 2 of 3



http://paloalto.patch.com/listings/whole-foods-market-11
http://www.booksinc.net/
http://mountainview.patch.com/listings/books-inc-4
http://paloalto.patch.com/listings/books-inc

Local Cities Work To Eliminate Plastic Bags For Good - Palo Alto, CA Patch 3/30/11 8:56 AM

es reaching out to grocery stores to try to

rd with the campaign and put up signs all
hat I’'m doing is gathering citizens of
hen, hopefully, in the next month or two,

considered at this time and are not a goal
an environmental perspective and a

hgain and again.”

Paul Saunders
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Polyethylene plastic bags may not be degradable, but there are other substances which do that has a similar texture. There are perfectly serviceable
alternatives such as cellulose nitrate and polylactide which DO biodegrade quite well. Instead of banning plastics, mandate something that is
biodegradable.

: Jennifer van der Kleut
(|

3:47pm on Tuesday, March 29, 2011

Great info, Paul, thanks! Maybe you should suggest that to the Public Works Dept? They may not know such an alternative exists.
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